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I want to commend the membership on the tremendous 
fraternity and unity that we have enjoyed over the 
past few months.  The support for Easter Parking, the 
Altar Server BBQ, the First Degree Exemplification, 

the Kenny Chesney Concert at the stadium, and our recent 
hosting of Coffee and Donuts after mass have been well 
organized, well run, and well attended.  The Saint Stephen 
Knights of Columbus are living up to our reputation of 
being the “strong right arm of the Church.”  

Recently, I came across a 100-year-old photograph in the 
historical section of our Order’s website and learned that 
during World War I, Knights of Columbus Huts provided 
religious services, supplies, and recreation to servicemen 
of all faiths throughout the United States and Europe.  I 
was especially impressed with the motto: “EVERYBODY 
WELCOME, EVERYTHING FREE.”  

Our Council will evoke our past heritage with a couple 
of events in May and June by inviting the parishioners of 
Saint Stephen to enjoy fellowship while we celebrate our 
youth and our clergy.   

On Sunday, May 20 after the 5:30 mass we will host 
our annual Graduation BBQ after the processional Mass.  
The Knights will once again provide the food and do the 
grilling, and this is always a fun event as our families come 
together and make new friends.  

On Saturday, June 16 
we are hosting the Clergy 
Appreciation Spaghetti Dinner 
and Pot Luck.  This event will 
be special as we are not only 
recognizing our clergy, but we 
are saying farewell to Father 
Curtis, celebrating Deacon Dan 
Gratkowski for his 35 years in 
the Deaconate, and welcoming 
our new priest.  This is a parish-
wide event, so we expect a big 
crowd, and we’re going to ask 
all of the Knights to volunteer to help much as you did for 
our inaugural Saint Nicholas Day Pancake Breakfast last 
December.

We also are hosting a First Degree Exemplification on 
June 16, and this is a great chance to capitalize on our 
recent visibility in our Parish.  Extend the invitation to a 
fellow parishioner to join the Knights – we know there 
are dozens of Catholic men at Saint Stephen who haven’t 
joined because no one has asked them.  Let them know: 
EVERYBODY (who is a practical Catholic man over 18) 
WELCOME!

Everybody Welcome
By WGK Bruce Czaja

Prayer for the Canonization of Father Michael J. McGivney

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called your priest, Father 
Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young to the generous service 
of their neighbor.  Through the example of His life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more 

closely, fulfilling His commandment of charity and building up His Body which is the Church. 
Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we may continue His 

work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify your venerable servant Father 
Michael J. McGivney on earth according to the design of your holy will. Through His intercession, grant the 

favor I now present (here make your request). Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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‘HOLD ON TO WHAT IS GOOD’
By Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson

NATIVE AMERICAN CATHOLIC COM-
MUNITIES DEMONSTRATE DIVERSITY 
OF CULTURE AND THE UNITY OF FAITH

THIS YEAR, I spent much of Holy Week in the 
Diocese of Gallup, N.M., encountering the 
presence of our Catholic faith among Native 
Americans.

I met Mercy Corps volunteers at the St. Michaels 
Association for Special Education on the Navajo 
Reservation; greeted Navajos at the Villa Guadalupe 
residence of the Little Sisters of the Poor; visited San 
Estevan del Rey mission church in “Sky City” on the 
Acoma Pueblo — the scene of a dramatic episode in Willa 
Cather’s Death Comes for the Archbishop; and spoke with 
a missionary priest about his pastoral work on the Zuni 
reservation.

But the high point was the Easter Vigil at San José 
Mission on the Laguna Pueblo reservation, after Dorian 
and I shared dinner with a parish family.

Mass was an extraordinary experience as the church, 
built in 1699, filled with light during the procession. As 
Communion ended, the congregation sang a hymn in the 
native Keresan language.

Later, the governors of the pueblo stood in front of the 
altar and spoke of the need to continue to live in a way that 
brought their Catholic faith “in harmony with their Indian 
way of life,” to treat each other in a Christian way and “to 
speak to each other with respect.”

The experience brought to life what St. John Paul II had 
said in Fort Simpson, in the Northwest Territories, three 
decades ago: “The worthy traditions of the Indian tribes 
were strengthened and enriched by the Gospel message. ... 
Thus not only is Christianity relevant to the Indian peoples, 
but Christ, in the members of his Body, is himself Indian.”

Often, in Columbia and elsewhere, I have written 
about Pope Francis’ challenge to bring the Gospel to the 
peripheries. But Holy Week made clear to me that there 
is a “periphery” in the heart of our own continent — one 
largely overlooked by many Catholics but where the 
Gospel has already been lived for centuries.

“Today, people are realizing more and more clearly that 
we all belong to the one human family,” John Paul II said 
during his 1987 meeting with native peoples in Phoenix, 
days before his visit to Fort Simpson.

“Within this family,” he 
continued, “each people 
preserves and expresses 
its own identity and 
enriches others with its 
gifts of culture, tradition, 
customs, stories, song, 
dance, art and skills.”

An outstanding example 
of this is Nicholas Black 
Elk, whose cause for 
canonization has recently 
been opened in the Diocese of Rapid City, S.D.

He fought at the Battle of Little Bighorn and later 
witnessed the death and destruction of the Minneconjou at 
Wounded Knee. These experiences could have led to a life 
of anger, hatred and despair.

Instead, after his baptism, he lived a life of hope and 
reconciliation — for 50 years evangelizing his fellow 
Native American people.

There is a Pueblo Indian prayer familiar to the Laguna 
tribe that reads like a poem: “Hold on to what is good, 
even if it’s a handful of earth. Hold on to what you believe, 
even if it’s a tree that stands by itself. Hold on to what you 
must do, even if it’s a long way from here. Hold on to your 
life, even it it’s easier to let go. Hold on to my hand, even 
if someday I’ll be gone away from you.”

We encourage our children to read the great literature 
of pagan Greece such as Homer’s Iliad, not because we 
somehow endorse such things as King Agamemnon’s 
bloody sacrifice of his daughter Iphigenia to the goddess 
Artemis, but because such stories tell us something 
important about human nature and the moral life. We 
should not hesitate to explore similar lessons in our own 
history.

Pope Francis recently reminded us, “Each culture that 
receives the Gospel enriches the Church by showing a new 
aspect of Christ’s face.”

If we are truly the people “who long to see His face,” 
then there is one further voyage of discovery, this time 
close to home, that we have been invited to make.

Vivat Jesus!
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On April 15, 2018 at 
Resurrection Catholic 
Church/Hall, the 
Columbiette  West Florida 

Chapter held a  Major Degree 
Ceremony.

It was a review and celebration 
of the catholic doctrines that have 
been set before us. Twenty-six ladies 

from various Auxiliary’s made their 
Major degree. The ladies from St. 
Stephens Auxiliary #14084  pictured 
here receiving their Major Degree are 
Caroline J.S. Picart and Jennifer A. 
Hickey.

Participating in the Major Degree 
ceremony from our auxiliary were 
as follows: Rita Joyce served as 

Chairlady, Amy Garcia, Carol 
Guettler, Dot Foley, and  Elaine 
Simon.

Representing the Knights of 
Columbus #14084 was, Sir Knight 
Randy Lee. A wonderful lunch was 
served after the ceremony.

Columbiette Major Degree

Squires Outing at Top Golf
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It gives me great pleasure to 
introduce myself as your newly 
appointed field agent with the 
Knights of Columbus, serving 

Apollo Beach, Brandon, Lithia, 
Seffner, Tampa, Plant City and 
Valrico.  

As your new field agent, and brother 
Knight, I am genuinely happy to have 
the opportunity to serve you.  With the 
financial challenges we face today in 
planning for our future and financial 
stability, I know how important it is 
that you understand all your current 
fraternal benefits and know what they 
can do for you. In my role as your 
field agent, I will be providing you 
with current and vital information, 
updating or creating your Family 
Service Record, and offering guidance 
and practical insurance solutions 
to protect you and your family’s 
financial future.  

Knights of Columbus agents are 
brother Knights first and foremost 
and are charged with looking out for 
the best interest of our members and 
their families. I place high value on 
honor and integrity and it gives me 
great satisfaction to assist my brother 

Knights and their families with their 
insurance needs. 

I am proud to have served my 
country in the United States Army and 
have recently retired as Lt. Colonel 
after 28 years of dedicated service, 
11 active and 17 reserves. During my 
military service, I served our nation in 
two tours of duty as a Communications 
Platoon Leader during Desert Storm 
and as a Logistics Officer during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

As I completed my service to our 
country in the Army Reserves, the 
leadership skills I acquired established 
me in the financial market where I 
worked in principal management 
positions for the last 15 years for 
Capital One, followed by Citibank.  

I proudly come from a family of 
brother Knights, along with my two 
brothers, father and grandfather.  I 
have been a 3rd degree Knight since 
1992 and joined the 4th degree of 
the order in 2007.  While involved 
with local council I served as their 
financial secretary for the last 14 years 
and as the faithful comptroller for the 
assembly for 3 years.

I am happily married to my wife 
Kathleen for over 20 years and we 
have 4 wonderful children, Matthew, 
Haley, Johnny and Allison.  

Thank you for allowing me to 
introduce myself.  

I look forward to meeting you and 
your family personally.

Thank you and God Bless!

John D Ruckart 
813-855-5111 
john.ruckart@gmail.com

Meet Your New Agent

The Father Michael J. McGivney 
Guild serves as a source for 
information about the life, works 

and spirituality of Father McGivney. 
The Guild distributes informational 

materials about him, receives reports of 
favors granted through his intercession 
and oversees the distribution of relics. 

Guild members receive regular 
updates on the progress of Father 
McGivney’s cause for canonization and 
are invited to participate in promoting 

devotion to this Servant of God. 
Members of the Knights of Columbus 
are not automatically Guild members 
and must elect to join the Guild. 

The Father Michael J. McGivney 
Guild Newsletter is published bimonthly 
except July- August, and is sent free to 
Guild members. 

To join the Guild, register online at: 
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/

Are You A Member?

http://www.fathermcgivney.org/
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As we embark on a new 
fraternal year, effective 
July 1, 2018 please 
consider how you can 

Make A Difference. Brothers, you can 
be the agents of change by recognizing 
a need in the community and working 
with your brothers to help someone in 
need or to help to improve someone’s 
life. This is what you signed up for – 
this is why you became a Knight! We 
have nine Service Programs that serve 
this Great Council, our Church, our 
Parrish and our Community. As you 
read through this list please consider 
where you can help and contact 
the Grand Knight or Deputy Grand 
Knight and find out where you can 
Lead or Support one of these great 
committees.

 
1. Church: As Knights, our faith 

is our foundation. We are dedicated 
to the growth and good works of the 
Catholic Church and our order. We 
support religious outreach, promote 
vocations and provide financial 
support for seminarians, novices and 
postulants in religious communities. 
Our Church Committee is all things 
Church. It helps us to reflect about 
why we are Knights. This group 
puts on our Annual Memorial Mass, 
administers our Vocations Chalice 
program, provides greeters for special 
events such as Confirmation and 
coordinates our Day of Reflection.  
Our Church Director, needs your 
assistance with these projects and 
will be very receptive to hearing your 
suggestions to enhance our program  

2. Community: As committed as 
we are to the Catholic Church, we are 
also dedicated to our communities. 
We actively and financially support 
our Citizens with Disabilities Program 
with our Annual Tootsie Roll Drive, 
provide Parking Services for Major 

Feast Days and Special Events, and 
safeguard the environment through our 
Roadside Cleanup Programs. Knights 
of Columbus members also actively 
support veterans programs and our 
Community and help countless other 
community programs. We as Knights 
continue to look for those in serious 
need in our church provide what 
service we can. Think about getting 
involved in this committee. The lead 
spot on this committee will be vacant 
soon so this is a great opportunity for 
you to serve. 

3. Council: To be a knight means 
to believe in each other as we believe 
in ourselves. We realize that by 
creating strong social and supportive 
local councils, we create a stronger 
order worldwide and ensuring even 
stronger future. This committee 
serves the Council and supports the 
Council when it has specific needs. 
This Committee provides food for 
our Business Meetings and Degree 
Exemplifications, assists in setting 
up our various Socials throughout 
the year, coordinates our annual 
Cards and Cigars Event, Ladies 
Appreciation Dinner, Day at the Rays 
Outing and runs our Fall and Winter- 
Spring Bowling Leagues. The lead 
spot on this committee will be vacant 
soon so this is a great opportunity for 
you to serve.

4. Family: The Family committee is 
responsible for organizing all of our 
Family Socials and gatherings. Our 
Council is very family centered, so the 
more we can get our families together 
for a social or to serve the community 
the better. Knights are at their best 
when they are doing something that 
helps others and they have their 
families by their side. Anyone who 
attended our St. Nicholas Pancake 
Breakfast knows the excitement and 
fun of this Committee. Please contact 

our Family Director, to find out how 
you can get involved. 

5. Pro Life: As Catholic gentleman, 
Knights of Columbus strongly 
support Pro-Life and Right to Life 
Programs. We support the quality of 
life from conception to natural death. 
Our Pro Life Committee organizes 
our 40 Day for Life Event, our 100 
Knights for Life Prayer Vigil, and our 
Pro Life Baby Shower. Additionally, 
it organizes monthly peaceful prayer 
vigils at women’s health clinics, sets 
the small white Remembrance Crosses 
on the lawn of our parish representing 
the number of lives lost to abortion 
and carries the pro-life message to 
our youth. We as Catholics are driven 
by our faith to protect the life of the 
unborn. We urge you to get involved 
with this committee and see how 
powerful a group of Catholics can be 
in the cause to save a life. Imagine 
the feeling of accomplishment and 
inner peace you will experience when 
learn that you just saved a life! Please 
contact our Pro Life Director to find 
out how you can help Save a Life! 

6. Youth: Our youth is our future 
and the future of the Knights of 
Columbus. We are helping today’s 
youth become tomorrow’s leaders. 
Our Council sponsors a Colombian 
Squires Circle, the official 
organization for young Catholic 
men, ages 10 to 18, which provides 
them with the opportunity to develop 
leadership skills. Additionally, 
through activities such as the annual 
Free Throw Championship, Soccer 
Challenge, Shopping Trip to Feed the 
Homeless, support of our Veterans 
and annual graduation barbecue our 
youth build a strong sense of civic and 
religious responsibility. The lead spot 
on this committee is vacant so this is 
a great opportunity for you to serve.

7. Membership program: We all  

Council Service Programs
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Did you know that we have a Facebook page?  
We would like to hear your comments about 
the posts that are downloaded. Please feel free  

to comment or hit the LIKE button and  
let us know.

When was the last time you visited our Website www.
kofc14084.org? This is constantly being updated with 
different things and is a good source of information. 
We would like to hear from you on this as well. Every 
item that is downloaded on the webpage gives you an 
opportunity to comment and let us know what you think 
about. Please take the time and visit our website. 

Find Us On Facebook

are all responsible for growing the 
Order. Your Council cannot grow and 
prosper if there is not an active and 
successful membership committee. 
The good works of the Order depend 
on an involved, committed and 
growing membership. Without strong 
membership, our council efforts on 
behalf of the church and community 
would not be possible. As Knights one 
of our primary goals should be to grow 
and add engaged Catholic gentlemen 
to our Council. Every Knight should 
play a role in membership activities 
including recruiting new members 
and participating in exemplification 
ceremonies. An organized and active 
membership team can and will be the 
lifeline of the council New members 
keep the ideas flowing on projects that 
we should be doing to meet the needs 
of our Parrish community. The more 
diverse the group of Knights that we 
have means that we are more likely 
meeting the needs of our community. 
Please contact our Membership 
Director, to find out how you can help.  

8. Raymond James Stadium: Our 
RJS effort is our most important fund 

raiser. It underwrites the majority of 
our charitable activities and giving. 
We ask All Brothers to work at least 
One Game during the year. If every 
brother contributes that it is a very 
comfortable season and we have 
our needs met. Please contact our 
RJS Director to sign up to Make A 
Difference. 

9. Communications: Shawn 
Ryan and Scott Huetteman make up 
dedicated Communication Team. 
The have a huge task and need Your 
Help. They handle our Monthly News 
Letter, Parish Bulletin Releases, 
Council Web Site Updates, Face Book 
Updates and Website Administration. 
Also they need your help with Article 
Content and Pictures. Content is 
needed and welcomed from Directors, 
Officers and Brothers who have a 
message and to communicate the 
value each event has to the Knights 
and to our Community. Please contact 
Scott or Shawn to find out how you 
can put your skills to work!

Brothers, the Council needs your 
input, your ideas and your help. Let 
us know if you see and area where we 

can be of service. With every Knight 
giving a small amount of their time 
we can make a very positive impact 
on our community. We look forward 
to hearing from all of you as we work 
together to help those who need us.

http://www.kofc14084.org
http://www.kofc14084.org
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Building the Domestic Church
MAY – HOPE

Because love is filled with hope when it is 
communicated, our family wants to promote 
hope and the life-giving spirit that flows from 
it to our families.

Meditation
From Pope Benedict XVI’s Spe Salvi
Whoever is moved by love begins to perceive 

what “life” really is. He begins to perceive 
the meaning of the word of hope that we 
encountered in the Baptismal Rite: from faith I 
await “eternal life” — the true life which, whole 
and unthreatened, in all its fullness, is simply 
life. Jesus, who said that he had come so that 
we might have life and have it in its fullness, in abundance 
(cf. Jn 10:10), has also explained to us what “life” means: 
“this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent” (Jn 17:3). Life in its 
true sense is not something we have exclusively in or from 
ourselves: it is a relationship. And life in its totality is a 
relationship with him who is the source of life. If we are in 
relation with him who does not die, who is Life itself and 
Love itself, then we are in life. Then we “live.”

How would our family life be different if we did not love 
at all? How would this affect our sense of hope?

In what ways has the Catholic faith and God’s love 
shown us how to love? In what way does the faith shape 
our hopes?

Why is having a relationship with God so important to 
really “living” and “hoping”?

Scripture Reading - Psalm 139:13-18
A prayer to the all-knowing and ever-present God
You formed my inmost being;
   you knit me in my mother’s womb.
I praise you, because I am wonderfully made;
   wonderful are your works!
   My very self you know.
My bones are not hidden from you,
   When I was being made in secret,
   fashioned in the depths of the earth.
Your eyes saw me unformed;

   in your book all are written down;
   my days were shaped, before one came to be.
How precious to me are your designs, O God;
   how vast the sum of them!
Were I to count them, they would outnumber the sands;
   when I complete them, still you are with me.

Family Project
Ask each person to choose something “impossible” 

to pray for this month, and choose one person in your 
family to pray for every day during the month. Also, to 
celebrate the life-giving spirit of your family, discuss 
times in your family’s life when you grew together in faith 
or love. Discuss moments of your relationship, courtship, 
engagement and wedding celebrations that helped you 
grow as a couple. Share stories of your children’s births, 
and discuss the gift that each of their lives has been to 
your family. Gather photos or various mementos of these 
events for a scrapbook or memory box that your family 
can cherish, or consider compiling them into a slideshow 
that can be shared with relatives.
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George Allgoever, Donald Amberg, Guillermo Bambach, Roland Baudoin, Luis Castillo, Gregory Celestan, 
Anthony Corsentino, Richard Demarest, James Fieo, Christian Galvan, Gregory Grambor, Marc Johnson, Michael 
Kell, Joshua Knipp, Michael Le Savage, Joseph Liguori, Louis Maloni, Michael Nikitas, J O’Neal, John Pignataro, 
Jim Powers, Raoul Rodriguez, Theodore Russell, John Sepessy, John Simon, Dan Spears, Aaron Trkovsky, Robert 
Uchytil, Matthew Warnken, Gerald Westbrock

 May Birthdays

Monsignor John F. Scully  
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
   

Faithful Navigator
S/K Patrick Roach

Faithful Captain
S/K Steve Haines  

Admiral
S/K John Montaldo

Faithful Pilot
S/K Ed Sleyzak  

Faithful Comptroller
S/K Alex Czopek

Faithful Scribe
S/K Mark Lovejoy  

Faithful Purser
S/K Peter Card 

 Trustee - 1 Year
S/K Rick Hughes 

Trustee - 2 Year
S/K Julio Alvarez, Jr.

Trustee - 3 Year
S/K John Cirello

Faithful Inner Sentinel
S/K Randy Lee

Faithful Outer Sentinel
S/K David A Morone

Color Corps Commander
S/K Shawn Ryan

St. Stephen Council  
Directors and Committees

Membership Director
Gerald Coffey

membership@kofc14084.org  
Program Director

Guillermo Bambach 
deputygrandknight@kofc14084.org 

Church Committee
Chuck Alaynick 

church@kofc14084.org  
Community Committee

Rick Armstrong  
community@kofc14084.org  

Council Committee
Ed Veronick

council@kofc14084.org
Family Committee

Ed Skrobacz
family@kofc14084.org  

Youth Committee
Michael Specht  

youth@kofc14084.org 
Squires

Ed Veronick 
Bob Haley   

squires@kofc14084.org
Right to Life
Bob Kines   

RightToLife@kofc14084.org

RJS Fundraising
Julio Alvarez

rjs@kofc14084.org 
Degree Team Leader

Rick Hughes 
rhughes14084@gmail.com  

Communications

communications@kofc14084.org

St. Stephen Council Officers
Fraternal Year 2017-2018

Chaplain
Father Dermot Dunne

Grand Knight
Bruce Czaja

Deputy Grand Knight
Guillermo Bambach 

Chancellor
Tim Donahue

Warden
Randy Lee

Advocate
Steve Haines

Lecturer
Ross Lowery

Recorder
Paul Spindler

Financial Secretary
Nick Turco

Treasure
John Laughman

Trustees
John Berrie,   

Mark Lovejoy 
District Deputy
Steve Jarosz

Field Agent 
Chuck Lusky

Guards
Bob Haley 

 Chris Hobbs
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May 19 2nd Degree FLC
May 20 Graduation BBQ FLC after 5:30 PM Mass
June 2 Roadside cleanup
June 9 VA BBQ
June 16 First Degree FLC
 Clergy Appreciation Dinner after 4:30 PM Mass
June 17 Renewal of Marriage Vows (tentative)
August 26 Day at the Rays (tentative)

Please check your Council website calendar for more details regarding these events: http://www.kofc14084.org/

Upcoming Events

KNIGHTLY 
NEWS

This newsletter is a 
publication of St. Stephen 
Catholic Church Knights of 
Columbus Council 14084.

For more information or to 
offer a contribution, visit our 
website at: www.KofC14084.
org

Our Council’s Knight of the Month 
for May 2018 is Peter Card.  Pete is a 
quiet man, and he doesn’t draw attention 
to himself, but we can count on him to 
do all the things that make our Council 
go.  Pete always steps up to help out at 
degree exemplifications, he volunteers 
his time at RJS events, and he’s a fixture 
at our Business Meetings.  We really 
could use a few dozen more Pete’s in 
our Council.  Thanks, Pete, for being a 
loyal and stalwart Knight of Columbus.  

The Family of the Month is the 
Barry Hamel Family.  Barry and his 
wife Melissa are among the original 

parishioners of the parish – he told me 
this past weekend that he was a teenager 
when Saint Stephen was still a store front 
on Bell Shoals Road.  Barry consistently 
helps out at many of the Knights events, 
and the whole family is active in the 
liturgical ministry.  The Hamels are a 
great example of the Knights as a family 
organization – when you see Barry, you 
will probably see his family as well.  
The Hamel family exemplifies family 
life in our Church, so congratulations 
to you and your family as our Council’s 
Family of the Month for May 2018.


